The Children’s Environmental Health Clinic (ChEHC)
Protec:ng Children from Environmental Hazards
ChEHC and the World Health Organiza:on

What is The Children’s Environmental Health Clinic?

In January 2017, ChEHC was named a WHO CollaboraFng Centre in Children’s Environmental Health
(hYps://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/programs/geh/partnerships/network/index.cfm). CollaboraFng Centres
are “designated by the Director-General to carry-out ac:vi:es in support of the WHO’s programmes”.
ChEHC’s primary role within the WHO is to develop and organize educaFonal resources on children’s
environmental health. These resources are aimed at training health professionals and expanding knowledge of
children’s environmental health around the world and are available on the WHO website (hYp://www.who.int/
ceh/capacity/training_modules/en/).

Established over 20 years ago at the Misericordia Hospital, the Children’s
Environmental Health Clinic (ChEHC) is dedicated to addressing the impacts of
environmental exposures (chemical, biological, physical, social) on children’s
health.
ChEHC recognizes the special vulnerability of children, their dynamic
developmental physiology, and their unique exposures.
ChEHC is the only program of its kind in Canada. We provide clinical
service, educaFonal resources, and informaFon to government and other
regulatory bodies. ChEHC also coordinates environmental health research
acFviFes.

What Does ChEHC Provide?
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Clinical Service
• PaFents (0-16 yrs) with known exposures or
condiFons with unknown origins seen by referral
• Medical consultaFon
• Pediatric Environmental Health History (PEHH)
• Clinical quesFons
• Case conferences

What types of Environmental Issues does
ChEHC Encounter?
The clinic evaluates children who have had a wide variety of
exposures, including:
• Environmental tobacco smoke
• Marijuana exposure (culFvaFon, processing, using)
• Mold
• Lead and other metals
• Traﬃc/industry emissions
• Carbon Monoxide (CO)
• Indoor/outdoor air contaminants
• Chemical exposures
• VolaFle organic compounds (VOC’s)
• Scented products/odors
• PesFcides
• Pets/dust
ChEHC also provides informaFon regarding larger scale
exposures, such as:
• Natural disaster (e.g. ﬂoods, wildﬁre exposures)
• Industrial contaminaFon or accidents

Educa/on
• EducaFon of families, health professionals,
researchers, and the community
• Conferences, PresentaFons, Resident/Graduate
student training, Factsheets, community events,
website
• Local, naFonal, internaFonal collaboraFons
Research
• InterpretaFon of scienFﬁc literature for clinical cases
• Synthesizing knowledge for educaFon and research
iniFaFves
• Interdisciplinary collaboraFon to invesFgate impact
of environmental exposures on children’s health
- Laboratory-based Research
- Clinical research
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When should a child see an Environmental
Health Specialist?
•

What types of health issues are commonly
reported at ChEHC?
Depending upon the exposure, paFents present with a variety
of symptom. Common concerns include:
• Respiratory issues
• Neurodevelopmental/neurobehavioral concerns
• IrritaFon (skin/eye)
• GastrointesFnal issues
• Headache
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If there is a known or suspected environmental exposure, with or
without symptoms
If they experience persistent symptoms with no elucidated cause
aier a clinical assessment

Ques:ons? Referrals? Please Contact:
Phone: 780-735-2443
Email: CHEHC@albertahealthservices.ca
Fax: 780-735-2794
Website: hYps://sites.google.com/ualberta.ca/chehc

