
 

NICU features 
 
The new design provides individual rooms for the pre-term babies giving the family more 
privacy and dignity.  

 Current space has two pods with a total of 15 beds.   

 The new unit is significantly larger with 23 private rooms; 21 are single rooms and two 
are twin rooms.  

 Current NICU cares for babies born at 32 weeks. 

 New NICU will be able to care for babies born at 30 weeks.  

 Each room has a designated space for the baby, the family and the nurse with curtains 
to help separate these spaces. 

 There are sliding doors between some rooms for ease of care and to accommodate 
multiple births. 

 There is a pull-out bed in the baby’s room for families to use when they stay with their 
baby. 

 There are two showers and laundry area available for families to use on the unit. 

 There is a large family lounge that parents can use when they need a larger space or 
to stay connected with other families 

 
Mental Health unit features 
 

The new unit is a purpose-built space for adult psychiatry patients promoting health and 

healing.  

 The new space includes 28 beds with a wellness focus.   

 There are more private and semi-private rooms, an exercise room, an expanded dining 

room, group rooms, and a separate, designated area for neuromodulation therapies 

such as electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) and Intravenous (I.V.) ketamine.  

Funding 

The total construction budget for the two projects is $17.7 million.  

 $6.7 million Mental Health unit (2 West) 

 $11 million Neonatal Intensive Care unit (3 West) 

Construction funded through the following sources:  

 AHS capital project funding - $10.4 million  

 Government funding (Alberta Infrastructure IMP) - $4.8 million  

 Covenant Foundation - $2.5 million for NICU construction plus $1.7 million in NICU 

equipment 

B
a
c
k
g
ro

u
n
d
e
r 



 

2013 Flood 

Timeline and facts 

 In May 2013, a substantial flood occurred at the Misericordia Community Hospital 

(MCH).  

 An estimated 72,000 litres of water was released into the hospital, causing extensive 

damage to two inpatient units (2 West and 3 West).  

 The hospital gift shop, 30 workstations, the iRSM reconstructive surgery clinic, and a 

number of other business and service areas were closed temporarily due to the 

damage.  

 More than 100 patients (53 inpatients and 60 iRSM out-patients), 218 staff and 20 

physicians were directly affected by the incident. 

 Covenant Health worked with Alberta Heath Services to establish the medicine unit (3 

West) and the mental health unit (2 West) at the Royal Alexandra Hospital (RAH) to 

provide care for our patients until the affected units were restored at the MCH.   

 164 staff members and 20 physicians were relocated to RAH in just five days.  

 The units remained at the RAH for one year until the 8th floor at the Misericordia could 

be returned to care spaces. 

 The mental health unit moved to the 8th floor of the Misericordia in March 2014 and the 

medicine unit staff moved to the 8th floor in May 2014. 

 In meantime, the flood damaged areas were being fully redesigned and restored. 3 

West became the new NICU and 2 West became an updated mental health unit, both 

opening in November 2016.  

 The 33 bed medicine unit which was on 3 West when the flood occurred will remain on 

the renovated 8th floor. 
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