
KILLAM’S NEW FACILITY IS DESIGNED WITH HEART  
 
95-year-old Lois and 94-year-old Nelson Bergum have been married for more 
than 70 years. It is a milestone few couples can boast about, but a few years ago 
no one was celebrating when the two had to be separated when Nelson’s health 
started to decline. 

“They were living together in Flagstaff Lodge in Sedgewick, but it started to 
become clear Dad needed to move into a care facility, ”says Brenda Watkins, 
Lois and Nelson Bergum’s daughter. “ When you have been together that long it 
is sad. We would drive her every day to Killam, then every other day to see him, 
it was hard. “

“It was heartbreaking—there were tears every night,” says Geri Clark, Site 
Administrator, Killam Health Centre. 

Geri says she couldn’t bear it, so she talked with Sheli Murphy, Covenant Health’s 
Senior Operating Officer, Rural Services. Sheli gave her the blessing to find a 
way to reunite them even though Lois didn’t qualify for long-term care at Killam 
Health Centre. 

Geri called Lois and Brenda in for a meeting. “I said to Lois I wanted to know 
what she would think about moving in with Nelson... She looked at me and said 
you just gave me a Christmas present. I looked a Brenda, she was crying, and I 
was crying,” says Geri.

Now that Lois also requires care the two have separate rooms at the facility, but 
Lois can visit Nelson who is wheelchair-bound whenever she wants.

“She still goes down and gives him a kiss goodnight each night,” says Brenda.

Killam is redeveloping its facility—a key feature to the $13-million upgrade 
will be four designated couple’s suites for people just like Lois and Nelson.  
Killam will be among only a few care facilities in the province with the specially 
designed suites.

The first phase of the project is expected to complete in the fall 2017.

• 24-hour emergency

• Acute care services

• Adult day support program

• Continuing care services

• Foot care services

• Inpatient and outpatient diet counselling

• Lab/diagnostic imaging services 

• Palliative care

• Rehabilitation – inpatient and outpatient 

services, respiratory clinic

• Spiritual care

 
Staff 131

Volunteers 83

Outpatient visits 17,807

Emergency visits 5,002

Acute care beds 5

Continuing care beds 45

BE PART OF OUR TEAM!
For volunteer opportunities, contact Patty Schulte, Recreation Therapist,  
at 780.385.3279 or patty.schulte@covenanthealth.ca 
For career opportunities across Covenant Health, visit CovenantHealth.ca

Address: Box 40, 5203-49 Avenue
 Killam, AB T0B 2L0
Main:  780.385.3741
Fax:  780.385.3901

Founded by: Sisters of St. Joseph (London) (1930)

Site lead: Geraldine Clark, Site Administrator

Site Medical Chief: Dr. A Meer

Community Board Chair: Sharleen Chevraux

Supported by: Killam and District Health Care Foundation
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From left to right: Lois and Nelson Bergum’s marriage of over 70 years 
remains strong. The two are able to be together at the Killam Health Centre.


