
KEEPING THE MEMORIES ALIVE     
 
Ever since Marlene Palmer started working at St. Joseph’s Home three years ago 
as a hospice nurse, she has remembered past residents in a unique way. Whenever 
someone passes, Marlene creates a memorial page.

“I just really love people. This is kind of a special way to honour those people who 
have come here and that we help care for,” says Marlene Palmer, LPN.

Marlene takes special care to ensure that each page is personalized and reflects 
the hobbies and interests of the person it honours. Over the years, families have 
gotten involved and if a resident has been at St. Joseph’s for a while, families will 
contribute things for their page as well. This act of kindness and respect has not 
gone unnoticed by patients, resident staff and family members.

When Betty Scherger’s husband Peter passed away in 2013, she was touched by 
Marlene’s gesture. Betty and her husband were married for almost 61 years, and 
moved into St. Joseph’s in 2012.

“I feel honoured that they thought of doing that. After all, he wasn’t here for very 
long. He was a resident, and then he became a patient on the third floor (Carmel 
Hospice),” says Betty.” We were acquainted with almost everybody. The nurses up 
there were just great, and he loved them all.”

Marlene says many family members of residents who have passed will come back 
to the facility to look at their loved one’s pages again and again.

“I think it’s all a part of the nursing job just because nursing is caring for people 
and loving people,” says Marlene. “It’s a little extension of what I feel like my job is 
for helping people, especially with a palliative role.”

• Lodge program

• Palliative care

• Community support beds/respite care

Staff 50

Volunteers 12

Continuing care beds 20

Independant living beds 30
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From left to right: Betty Scherger and LPN Marlene Palmer take a moment  
to look at the memorial page made for Betty’s late husband.


