
ART WITH HEART, HOSPITAL HOSTS  
COMMUNITY GALLERY     
 
With no dedicated art gallery in the region, a group of more than 15 local artisans 
are championing community-focused art culture by displaying their work in the 
hallways of St. Joseph’s General Hospital. The gallery is a project by the Vegreville 
Visual Artists (VVA) group.

“Each piece of art work is an expression of our inner soul. It’s a part of us, each 
piece has a story behind it,” says Dianna Sapara, a local painter. The group hopes 
to change the artwork on display at the hospital four times annually. The hospital is 
one of two rotating art galleries in the community. 

“I like art. I like creating art. It gives me such joy; just seeing it, or making it,” says 
patient, Linda Marie Myshaniuk, as she views the gallery with her husband Ron. 

“It’s really nice to see the patients coming by and enjoying the art,” says artist Lois 
Bienvenue She and Linda Marie discuss how they both live on the same farms that 
their families settled over 100 years ago. 

The project at the hospital is especially close to Lois’ heart. She attributes 
becoming a professional artist to time spent honing her gift while in recovery in 
the same hospital where she now displays her work. A fall from a building could 
have killed her, but it didn’t. It left her unable to walk or talk for nearly four years. 

“When I was sick, I was depressed and stressed to the limit. I got frustrated 
and determined,” says Lois. “I asked the nurse for a pencil and paper. I wanted 
to write but, something strange happened; I started drawing. It felt like divine 
inspiration. I did not know that I could do this,” she says. She now makes a living 
as a commissioned artist. 

“It’s hard to believe that I became an artist at the age of 50 while injured and 
staying in a hospital bed,” she says. 

All of the work displayed at the hospital is for sale by the artists. The group 
donates 20 per cent of the proceeds back to the Covenant Foundation in support 
of the St. Joseph’s General Hospital.

• 24-hour emergency
• Ambulatory care
• Cardiac stress testing clinic/Holter 

monitoring
• Chronic disease management
• Diagnostic imaging
• Dietician, inpatient and outpatient 

counseling
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• Medicine
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• Ultrasound department
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• Pediatric clinic
• Gerontology clinic
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Staff 171

Outpatient visits 8,610

Emergency visits 11,138

Acute care beds 25

BE PART OF OUR TEAM!
For volunteer opportunities, contact Anthony Brannen, Site Administrator,  
at 780.603.4412 or anthony.brannen@covenanthealth.ca 
For career opportunities across Covenant Health, visit CovenantHealth.ca
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Artist Lois Bienvenue shows her artwork to patient Linda Marie Myshaniuk.


