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Name of Red Deer’s new continuing care centre celebrates 
area’s rich Catholic history 
Covenant Health honours the Daughters of Wisdom 
 
Red Deer, Canada --Covenant Health announced today the name for Red Deer’s new 100-bed continuing 
care centre located in Clearview North.  Villa Marie was chosen in honour of the Daughters of Wisdom, the 
Catholic sisters who founded Catholic education in Red Deer. 

Red Deer North MLA Mary Anne Jablonski helped to reveal the name.  “I am very grateful that Covenant 
Health has recognized the historic importance of the Daughters of Wisdom for Red Deer and I am 
honoured they have chosen the name Villa Marie,” said MLA Jablonski. “The residents of Red Deer will 
benefit from this new continuing care centre where they will be able to remain close to their family and 
friends.” 

“We searched for a name that would be meaningful to the residents of Red Deer, consulting the local 
community,” said John Brennan, Covenant Health Board Chair.  “We are so pleased to honour the 
Daughters of Wisdom, one of our founding congregations. The Sisters established Our Lady of Rosary 
Hospital in Castor in 1911, and their commitment to upholding the dignity of each person with compassion 
and respect is at the core of our mission.” 

Sister Marie Agathe was the first Superior of the Daughters of Wisdom in Alberta, arriving in Red Deer in 
1908. The name Marie also honours the Virgin Mary as the “Mother of Wisdom” and was common among 
the Sisters who served in Red Deer. 

The Daughters of Wisdom congregation was founded by St. Louis-Marie de Montfort and Blessed Marie-
Louise in France in 1701. The ministry began with caring for those in need—nursing the sick, feeding the 
destitute and running hospitals. Today, the Daughters of Wisdom are present in over 20 countries. 

"The Sisters who have served here in Alberta--including those who look down from their heavenly dwelling-
-smile upon us today," said Sister Harriet Hermary, Daughter of Wisdom, who grew up and served in Red 
Deer and area Catholic schools and parishes. "They will be rejoicing to see that the vulnerable of our 
society will be cared for with dignity and love by Covenant Health. May Villa Marie carry out its great 
mission with fidelity and tender compassion." 

The provincial government announced in January that Covenant Health’s 100-bed continuing care centre in 
Red Deer will be one of two demonstration sites that will provide a continuum of care in one location from 
basic supportive living to long-term care for high-needs residents–allowing seniors to age in place as their 
health needs change.  

The Red Deer facility will be built in the Clearview North subdivision on 4.67 acres of land at 10 Carrington 
Drive. Construction could start as early as April 2012. The other 100-bed continuing care demonstration 
site will be built by Covenant Health in Calgary. 
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Covenant Health is Canada's largest Catholic health care organization with over 14,000 physicians, 
employees and volunteers serving in 12 communities across Alberta. A major provider in Alberta's 
integrated health system, Covenant Health works with Alberta Health Services and community partners to 
positively influence the health of Albertans through a broad range of programs and services. 
www.covenanthealth.ca 


