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Significance of the name Villa Marie 
 
The name Marie is threaded through the history of the Daughters of Wisdom, with significant ties 
to Red Deer and Covenant Health. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Louis-Marie     Blessed Marie Louise     Mary, Mother of Wisdom  
de Montfort                    
 
Daughters of Wisdom 
http://www.daughtersofwisdom.org/ 
 

• The congregation was founded by St. Louis-Marie de Monfort (1673-1716) and Blessed 
Marie-Louise Trichet (1684-1759) in France in 1703 

• The congregation’s ministry began with caring for those in need; nursing the sick, feeding 
the destitute, and running hospitals.  

• The congregation’s priority is to work “for those whom the world rejects,” believing that 
every person is sacred, created in God's image. 

• Daughters of Wisdom have ministered in the fields of education, health care, and social and 
pastoral outreach, with a special concern for those who are neglected by society. 

• The Daughters of Wisdom arrived in Canada in 1884. 
• Today, the Daughters of Wisdom are present in over 20 countries and on all continents. 

The congregation has vibrant educational and social service ministries in many 
developing countries.  

• In Canada, the Sisters live out their wisdom mission in Ontario, Quebec, New-Brunswick 
and Alberta. 

• The spirituality of the Daughters of Wisdom is that of seeking Wisdom in ordinary, everyday 
experience. 

• The congregation has a special devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, “Mother of 
Wisdom.”  
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Peres de Ste. Marie     Sr. Marie Agathe 
de Tinchebray 
 
Red Deer and Central Alberta 

• The Daughters of Wisdom came to Red Deer in 1908 at the invitation of Father Henri 
Voisin and the Tinchbray Fathers to educate the children of Red Deer and surrounding 
area.  

• Sister Marie Agathe was among the first Sisters to arrive in Red Deer and served as 
Superior from 1908-1922. 

• The congregation founded St. Joseph's Convent and established a boarding school there. 
• The Daughters founded the Red Deer Regional Catholic Schools system in 1909. 
• St. Joseph’s Convent was sold in 2005 
• In 1911, the congregation arrived in Castor, where they founded and operated Our Lady of 

Rosary Hospital, as well as a private school.  
• The Sisters were present in Red Deer for over 103 years. 
• Sister Harriet Hermary, who was born in the city and lived and worked in Central Alberta, 

was the last Sister to reside in Red Deer. She left Red Deer in January 2012 to join 
Sisters living in Edmonton. 

 
Covenant Health 

• The Daughters of Wisdom are one of Covenant Health's nine founding--establishing Our 
Lady of the Rosary Hospital in Castor in 1911.  

• In 2011, Covenant Health worked with the Catholic community to pay tribute to the 74 
congregations--including the Daughters of Wisdom--who served in Alberta and played a 
significant role in the development of the province. 

• A monument to the Sisters called "Service through Christ" was unveiled near the front 
steps of the Alberta Legislature on September 28, 2011 
(http://www.covenanthealth.ca/about-us/mission-vision-values/catholic-sisters-
legacy.html) 

 


